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Foreword
The papers collected in this volume were presented on November 5-6,
1981. at the University of Minnesota at a conference entitled '" Hirsutae
Coronae: Archaic Roman Poetry and its Meaning to Later Genera-
tions."" The title, Hirsutae Coronae, was taken from Propertius' attribu-
tion to Ennius of a ''shaggy crown," an image which embodies the
principal issues forming the focus of the conference. Of these issues,
one concerns the literary achievement of the earliest poets — why a
corona at all? — a topic which has attracted increasing attention in
recent classical scholarship. A second issue centers more particularly
on the differing attitudes of later Roman authors toward the archaic
poets, and the use which such authors made of them. Lastly, Proper-
tius" reference to Ennius invites consideration of the broader issue of
the relationships among authors of all periods in the context of an
evolving literary tradition. Each of the seven papers in this collection
addresses one or more of these issues. In several instances, the same
text is treated by more than one paper, although from different critical
perspectives. For this reason particularly, the Index Locorum which
appears at the end of the volume may prove helpful to the reader.
It is a pleasure for us to thank John Wallace, Associate Dean of
the Graduate School of the University of Minnesota, for his early sup-
port and repeated assistance in obtaining funding for the conference
itself, and toward the publication of its proceedings. We are also happy
to associate our efforts with the tribute being paid by his colleagues at
the University of Illinois to Professor Emeritus John Lewis Heller,
formerly Professor of Classics and Chairman of Department at the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis.
John Miller and George Sheets
